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What is EAL?
Senior Syllabus General subject which contributes to QCE and ATAR

It is an ENGLISH subject, not an EAL/D subject



It isn’t a …

A structured language course 

A ‘watered-down’ version of English

Part of a hierarchy of English courses (“in-between 
General English and Essential English”)



Relationship to General 
English

ALIGNMENT

SAME 
OBJECTIVES

SAME 
PRESCRIBED 
BOOK LIST

SAME 
EXTERNAL 

EXAM

SAME KINDS 
OF TASKS

SAME 
CONDITIONS

SYLLABUS OJECTIVES.docx
snr_english_eal_prescribed_texts_list_2019-21.pdf
ASSESSMENT OVERVIEW.docx


DIFFERENCES



Who can do 
EAL?
o Refer to the 

Eligibility 
Statement (p2 –
syllabus)

o Schools identify 
students suited to 
undertaking this 
course

o Consider both 
level of language 
and academic 
ability

snr_english_add_lang_19_syll (1).pdf


Tertiary Entrance 
https://www.qtac.edu.au/atar-my-path/my-path

EAL is a General subject and contributes to an ATAR but 
it does not have to be one of the five subjects used for 
ATAR calculation. However a student needs to pass an 
English subject to be eligible for an ATAR.

https://www.qtac.edu.au/atar-my-path/my-path


Special Provisions
Access Arrangements and Reasonable Adjustments (AARA)

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/certificates-and-qualifications/qce-qcia-handbook-2019/6-aara


Syllabus allows choice Opportunities for students 
to achieve success



Course Structure

FORMATIVE

UNIT 1

UNIT 2

SUMMATIVE

UNIT 3

UNIT 4Choice of 
tasks, 

texts and 
topics

Some choice of 
tasks, texts and 

topics within 
framework of 

unit and 
prescribed text 

list  

It helps to mirror the 
summative tasks in Units 1 & 2



CONSIDERATIONS
Backwards mapping from assessment to develop cognitions 
and language necessary for completion of task

Intentional use of cognitive verbs – teaching of cognitions

Development of all macro-skills (reading, writing, listening, 
speaking)

On-going language acquisition

Explicit teaching of cultural understandings

Creating opportunities to develop academic speaking and 
collaborative skills

Need to prepare students for external writing task through text 
type practice

13



At planning stage …

TEXTS
Not abridged – use of 
authentic language vital

Consider low in 
language/high in challenge 
texts for weaker cohorts 
(depth essential)

Familiar elements –
theme, background

TOPIC
S
Global, universal 
themes

Familiar but with 
capacity to broaden 
and develop

Consider student 
cohort – background, 
strengths, 
understandings

 Clear and organised generic 
structure

Simple framing but allow 
complexity of thought

Future application – do they 
really need to be able to write a 
short story at tertiary level?

Not easy to copy and paste

TASKS



Reduced number of tasks = more time for language development

Use learning experiences to create language learning experiences

Embed opportunities to practise essential skills (eg essay writing)into 
learning experiences
Use structured speaking activities to help them to verbalise/clarify 
thoughts and ideas, increase familiarity with vocabulary and force 
engagement
Provide multiple opportunities for spontaneous/impromptu writing
Peer error correction/Joint error correction/proofreading

My students won’t cope ….



Let’s look at 
one example

Focus of unit

Focus text



Task:
Context 
You have been studying the 
documentary, Bowling for Columbine 
directed by Michael Moore. You are 
to write an analytical essay under 
examination conditions, responding 
to a seen statement about the 
documentary. 

Task 
To what extent does Michael 
Moore construct his position on 
the issue of gun control in the 
USA through the use of 
documentary techniques?



So what do 
they need to 

know?

What is a documentary, inc
subjectiveness 
Critical literacy concepts eg position
features and techniques of a 
documentary; effects of their use
Vocabulary relating to fields of gun 
control and film techniques
Cognitions = analyse, categorise, 
communicate, comprehend, describe, 
distinguish, examine, explore, express, 
identify, justify, recognise, structure, 
summarise, synthesise
How to write a paragraph/essay
Use of formal written language



TLAP excerpt

images in  BOWLING for 
COLUMBINE.pptx2.pptx

This activity:
• Encourages use of oral 

language and group work
• Uses structure to help 

organise thoughts and 
provide a scaffold for 
discussion

• Reinforces key vocabulary in 
use

• Develops cognitions
especially analysis, 
identification, description, 
justification

• Develops skills essential for 
successfully responding to the 
question

Students then use this information to write 
sentences/paragraphs about one 
scene/technique

images in  BOWLING for COLUMBINE.pptx2.pptx
Language Table.docx


image 1

• What is happening in this part of 
the movie? 

• What point is Michael Moore 
making with this image? 

• What kind of shot is used? what 
is the focus of this frame?

• Why does Moore focus on 
himself? what image does he 
portray?

Example



Who to contact
QCAA

Kylie Wilson – Principal Education Officer – Essential 
English and EAL (atm)

Kylie.Wilson@qcaa.qld.edu.au

Phone (07) 31206128 

Tim Roberts – ARAA

aara@qcaa.qld.edu.au

mailto:Kylie.Wilson@qcaa.qld.edu.au
mailto:aara@qcaa.qld.edu.au

